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" If I disagreed with the conclusion arrived at I could
indeed resign. But resignation is almost impossible to me
after resigning last year and the resignation of even the
humblest member of the Cabinet on such a question could
only do harm.

" The consideration alluded to in connection with
Egyptian finance would equally prevent my speaking much
about Egypt in my present position (I have only alluded to it
once in a speech), and on almost all other questions I am so
wholly in accord with the Government that I could be of as
much use (or as little) to them out as in just now.

" Believe me, dear Lord Granville,
Sincerely yours,

" ROSEBERY."

Two days later he again saw Hartington, and
agreed to the Prime Minister's request that the offer
should be kept open for a week. In the event it was
kept open into the next year. Lord Selborne and other
members of the Government encouraging Rosebery
with expectations of a favourable development in
Egypt. A week was spent at Sandringham (Novem-
ber 24th), when the Prince of Wales, in a frank talk
with Lady Rosebery, observed that the post was not
equal to Rosebery's claims, and that the Government
now needed him but ought to have invited him
before. At the same time, patriotism might oblige
him to accept it if the country were to be left in the
hands of such men as Chamberlain and Dilke. All
through the autumn Cooper of the Scotsman had been
hammering away at the thesis that high office, if
offered, must not be refused. But Rosebery must
assert himself. When the Prime Minister was going
to Scotland for his summer campaign, Cooper wrote
to Rosebery (August llth, 1884) :

" The position is not what it was five years ago. You need
not be overshadowed by Mr. Gladstone. You have a position
which entitles you to a place of your own. The public will
want you, and you can come to their call if it suit you, but
you will, I take it, be Mr. Gladstone's host, and in no sense
his appendage."